To all the Citizens 

Fellow Citizens:—* 

At a recent Town Meeting duly called and 
fairly and legally conducted, it was voted that 
our town name be changed to ‘Peabody.’— 
When the matter was brought before the Leg¬ 
islature the opponents of the measure, who had 
failed to defeat it at the ballot box, remonstra¬ 
ted, and coupled their protest with charges of 
unfairness. 

Not willing to rest under such an imputa¬ 
tion, the advocates requested that the enact¬ 
ment be so drawn as to give the voters of the 
town another opportunity of making their 
choice. This request was entirely voluntary 
on the part of the advocates of the change, 
who might have procured, had they chosen so 
to do, absolute legislative sanction of the vote 
which had already been taken. 

The Town Meeting to-day is held pursuant 
to the enactment thus procured, which author¬ 
izes the change, subject to the second election 
which the advocates so generously proffered. 

Notwithstanding all this, the opponents now 
renew their charge of unfairness. They al¬ 
lege “ trickery,” “ wire-pulling,” “ underhand 
work,” and other dishonorable means how 
justly, every candid man may answer. 

The charges against' Mr. Peabody are equal¬ 
ly unfounded. He never held a dollar of reb¬ 
el debt, nor did he ever deal in rebel bonds. 
On the contrary, he held constantly in his pri¬ 
vate funds over $3,000,000—in United States 
Bonds, on a great part of which he drew no 
interest until the war was over. He used his 
great influence, both by example and negotia¬ 
tion, in making a market for our bonds, at a 
time when we were pressed for money, and 
when other bankers in England were investing 
millions in the competing Confederate Loan. 
'J he rebellion never had a dollar nor a word 
of sympathy from him. He owned large 
amounts of our national and free-State securi¬ 
ties. The success of the rebellion woulchave 
shattered his fortune. To say that he ympa- 
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thized with it would be denying him common 
prudence. 

Trusting to the charge of disloyalty to gain 
the votes of many Republicans, and especially 
those of soldiers, the opponents try to bring 
over the “ poor man” by telling him- he has 
been “ sneered at as unworthy,” etc. Noth¬ 
ing could be more untrue. Who has done 
more for the poor than Mr. Peabody ? Has 
he not bestowed upon the poor gifts without 
parallel in history ? Arraying the poor a- 
gainst the rich, simply because the rich are 
rich, resembles too strongly the old dodge of 
demagogues to deceive anybody no fr. Mr. 
Peabody gives his entire fortune to r|ie poor, 
either in houses and lands or in boot# Can 
any poor man vote against him on that ac¬ 
count ? 

Nearly all admit that we ought to have a 
new name. It was decided in Town Meeting 
to adopt ‘ Peabody.’ Mr. Peabody has been 
informed of it. He expects the former vote to 
be confirmed tc-day. Are there many who 
will vote to disappoint him ? He has not stip¬ 
ulated for the change. He does not offer any 
thing for the honor, not even “ a mess of pot¬ 
tage.” You are not then “selling” anything; 
nor compromising your self-respect in voting 
for his name. Your vote will be voluntary,— 
spontaneous, as his gifts have been. Having 
accepted his gift of $I50,0t)0, and the custody 
of the precious souvenirs of his kindness to 
others, should we not compromise our self-re¬ 
spect by rejecting his name ? Are we so mean 
as to take his money and then give him the 
cold shoulder? While enjoying the benefits 
of his generosity, jshall we give his feelings 
the deepest possible wound ? 

We appeal to you in all earnestness,—in 
all candor. Vote for the name if you can 
consistently and conscientiously. If you can¬ 
not vote for it, you can consistently fw&ear 
voting against it. We do not dictate io you; 
hut only give you the facts that you may the 
better decide what will be best. 

M;unr Citizens* 




